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Newbury,  March  2d,  1847. 
Dear  Sir: 

In  behalf  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  this 
place,  we  would  request,  for  publication,  a  copy  of  your  valuable  Ser- 
mon, at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Atkinson. 

War.  Atkinson,  } 
John  Buxton,    >  Committee. 
James  Brock,    ) 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Campbell. 


ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 


Invocation  and  reading  the  Scriptures  —  Rev.  S.  Thrall. 

Prayer — Rev.  Moses  S.  Searle. 

Sermon  —  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Campbell. 

Ordaining  Prayer  —  Rev.  D.  Southerland. 

Charge  —  Rev.  D.  Campbell. 

Right-hand  of  Fellowship  —  Rev.  S.  McKeen. 

Concluding  Prayer  —  Rev.  C.  Cleaveland. 

Benediction  —  Rev.  G.  H.  Atkinson. 


THE  WORK  OF  AN  EVANGELIST. 


II  TIMOTHT,  IV:  5.     DO  THE  WORK  OF  AJV  EVANGELIST. 

Paul,  who  penned  my  text,  was  a  decided  Christian,  a 
ripe  scholar,  and  a  persevering  man.  As  a  public  teacher, 
the  Lord  Jesus  excepted,  the  world  never  saw  his  equal. 
Before  the  light  of  heaven  broke  in  upon  his  soul,  as  him- 
self acknowledges,  he  had  been  a  bold,  daring,  determined 
enemy  of  the  cross.  Though  richly  furnished  with  much 
of  this  world's  wisdom,  he  had  never  yet  taken  a  lesson 
from  the  Great  Teacher  of  righteousness. 

Not  so  when  he  gave  Timothy  the  direction  which  I  have 
now  read  in  your  hearing,  which  is  to  be  a  theme  for  our 
present  meditation.  He  is  still  in  possession  of  the  same 
vigor  of  intellect,  the  same  attainments,  the  same  courage. 
But  he  enlists  them  all  in  erecting  that  building  which  he 
had  once  strove  to  demolish ;  —  in  diffusing  that  light  which 
he  had  endeavored  to  extinguish.  His  course  is  taken ;  nor 
does  he,  until  death,  waver  from  his  purpose.  Does  he  trav- 
el the  coasts  of  A  sia,  Arabia  or  Greece :  do  you  meet  with 
him  at  Illyricum,  Rome  or  Athens,  you  find  his  whole  soul 
wrapped  up  in  the  great  work  of  the  ministry.  Is  he  beat- 
en about  the  sea  by  the  fierce  storms  of  heaven  ;  you  per- 
ceive him  erecting  beacons  for  the  guidance  of  those  who 
are  drifting  to  the  broad  ocean  of  eternity.  Though  you 
meet  with  him  in  the  obscure  hamlet  —  or  the  prosperous 
city  —  in  the  palace,  or  the  cabin  —  enjoying  his  freedom, 
or  bound  in  chains  —  in  Damascus,  at  the  time  of  his  con- 
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version,  or  pursuing  his  way  to  the  place  of  his  executions 
near  Rome, — you  find  him  "  earnestly  contending  for  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints."  Hence  Paul  enforces  the 
message  he  gives  to  Timothy,  by  his  own  example.  Nor 
do  Timothy's  acquirements  and  qualifications  supersede  the 
necessity  of  Paul's  instruction  and  advice.  His  early  ad- 
vantages were  good,  and  he  had  become  an  accomplished 
scholar.  Besides  a  strong  intellect,  and  a  store  of  useful 
knowledge,  he  was  favored  with  the  counsel  and  conversa- 
tion of  Paul.  This  distinguished  apostle  he  accompanied  to 
Macedonia,  to  Philippi,  to  Thessalonica  and  Berea.  At  Ath- 
ens, and  Corinth,  he  was  also  his  companion.  With  a  pious 
heart  and  a  cultivated  head,  and  enjoying  the  advantages  of 
such  a  teacher,  he  must  have  been  eminently  qualified  for 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

Paul,  however,  with  all  the  authority  of  an  apostle,,  and 
in  view  of  his  final  account,  charges  him  to  preach  the  word 
':  in  season  and  out  of  season,"  "  to  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort, 
with  all  long  suffering  and  doctrine"  —  "to  watch  in  all 
things,"  —  to  endure  afflictions" — in  a  word,  "to  do  the 
work  of  an  evangelist." 

Evangelists  were  not  settled  pastors,  but  were  to  take 
charge  of  the  Churches  planted  by  the  apostles,  until  regu- 
larly located  in  definite  places.  Under  the  Home  Mission- 
ary Society,  they  are  to  dispense  the  words  of  life,  not  only 
to  little  flocks  already  collected,  but  are  to  gather  other 
Churches,  and  feed  them  with  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing. They  are  to  break  into  the  devil's  dominions  and  res- 
cue from  his  grasp  such  as  can  be  induced  to  submit  to  the 
easy  yoke  of  Christ.  Hence,  then,  the  work  of  an  evan- 
gelist sent  out  to  the  wide  spread  west,  or  to  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific,  differs  not  materially  from  that  of  a  settled  min- 
ister, as  in  due  time  he  will  most  likely  become  one  himself. 
He  must  then,  cultivate  his  own  personal  piety  by  medita- 
tion and  prayer.  He  must  increase  his  stock  of  knowledge 
and  impart  instruction  to,  his  people,—  he  must  pleach  the 
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word  —  unfold  its  doctrines  —  strengthen  the  consistent 
Christian  —  alarm  the  hypocrite,  and  warn  the  sinner.  To 
each,  give  a  portion  in  due  season.  These,  and  like  duties 
are  included  in  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  and  are  to  occu- 
py his  chief  attention.  Other  subordinate  duties  are  indeed 
to  be  done,  as  a  neighbor  and  a  friend, —  as  a  child  and  a 
brother, —  as  a  father  and  a  husband.  Some  portion  of  his 
time  must  be  given  to  various  secular  employments  which 
have  no  immediate  connection  with  the  special  work  of  an 
evangelist.  Yet,  from  the  context,  it  is  plain,  that  the  apos- 
tle has  reference  to  the  great  work  of  the  ministry.  Make 
full  proof,  says  he,  immediately  succeeding  my  text,  of  thy 
ministry.  Paul  enjoins  with  great  solemnity,  upon  Timo- 
thy, the  importance  of  doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist. . 
Nor  are  the  duties  here  less  binding  upon  any  one  of  God's 
ministerial  servants  than  upon  this  pious,  amiable  and  dis- 
tinguished young  man  ; — upon  an  evangelist  in  the  nine- 
teenth no  less  than  in  the  first  century. 

Included  in  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  under  the  Home 
Missionary  Society,  among  other  duties,  is  previous  prepar- 
ation by  study,  — preaching  the  gospel, — and  an  exhibition 
of  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Bible.     I  shall 

I.  Dwell  upon  these  particulars.     And 

II.  Adduce  reasons  to  enforce  attention  to  them. 

1.  An  evangelist  must  ply  himself  to  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge.  "  The  priest's  lips  are  to  keep  knowledge  and 
the  people  are  to  receive  it  at  his  mouth."  He  is  to  "  preach- 
the  word."  And. to  do  this  most  successfully,  his  powers  of 
mind  must  be  put  to  the  task,  for  the  acquisition  of  knowl- 
edge. Says  the  Apostle  to  Timothy,  previous  to  my  text, 
Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth.  He  often  draws  the  attention  of  his  pupil  to  the 
stores  of  knowledge  contained  in  the  Bible,  that  he  may 
make  its  perusal  his  daily  practice  and  daily  delight.     So 


that  he  may  come  to  his  people  with  his  mind  filled  from 
this  great  store-house.  Every  minister  should  make  this 
his  undeviating  aim.  All  other  studies  should  be  consider- 
ed subordinate ,  and  brought  in  to  aid  in  acquiring  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Sacred  Volume.  Here  is  a  fountain  from  which 
he  should  constantly  draw;  —  a  mine,  into  which  he  should 
daily  dig.  Here  he  will  find  ore,  without  the  least  alloy ;  — 
here  a  deep  no  line  can  fathom, —  a  treasure  which  no  time, 
nor  practice,  nor  labor,  can  exhaust.  Though  the  preacher 
should  toil  for  centuries,  could  he  become  a  patriarch  and 
live  for  centuries,  he  would  only  reach  the  threshold  of  Di- 
vine knowledge.  There  is  here  a  width  and  breadth,  across 
which  the  eye  of  finite  beings  can  never  reach.  Often  will 
the  Ambassador  of  Christ  exclaim  in  the  language  of  an- 
cient piety.  "  O  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wis- 
dom, and  the  knowledge  of  God  !  how  unsearchable  are  his 
judgments  and  his  ways  past  finding  out."  Imbodied  in 
the  Bible,  and  no  where  else,  is  a  correct  account  of  God, — 
the  Redeemer,  —  of  man — his  duty  —  his  character,  and 
his  destination.  To  the  study  of  this  Volume,  should  an 
evangelist  be  devoted.  Keeping  in  mind  the  inestimable 
worth  of  Scripture  acquisitions,  he  should  give  his  attention 
to  literature  and  science  in  general.  By  some  it  has  been 
thought  unnecessary  for  a  minister  to  pay  much  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  Others  would  fix  no  bounds  to 
his  mental  exertions.  Both  classes  may  have  fallen  into  an 
error.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  condemn  the  exertions  of  those 
pious  ministers,  who  with  gifts,  and  grace,  and  zeal,  have 
labored  successfully  in  the  vineyard  of  God,  without  ever 
having  trodden  upon  classic  ground.  Doubtless  two  much 
stress  has  sometimes  been  placed  upon  their  literary  qualifi- 
cations to  the  neglect  of  others  which  are  essential.  With 
an  unjustifiable  solicitude  has  it  been  asked  concerning  an 
Ambassador  of  Jesus  —  "  has  he  talent  ? "  "  has  he  learn- 
ing? "  "  and  is  he  brilliant  1 JJ  instead  of,  "has  he  piety  V7 


il  has  he  humility'? "    "and  has  he  a  strong  love  for  the 
souls  of  men  ?" 

But  let  not  an  argument  be  drawn  from' hence,  that  human 
knowledge  is  an  useless  engine  in  God's  service.  Let  it  be 
united  with  undoubted  piety,  and  "  zeal  according  to  knowl- 
edge," and  you  will  discover,  that  cultivated  intellect  is  not 
altogether  nugatory,  in  executing  the  great  plans  of  God. 

You  will  find,  by  the  results,  that  it  has  its  influence  and 
its  worth.  Though  it  was  said  too  much  learning  made 
Paul  mad,  it  was  no  inconsiderable  weapon  in  his  hand. 
The  history  of  eighteen  hundred  years  ought  to  convince  us 
that  uninstructed  man  cannot  support  and  perpetuate  the 
doctrines  which  were  taught  and  maintained  by  Christ  and 
his  apostles. 

And  why,  let  me  ask,  is  a  knowledge  of  other  pursuits  so 
important,  while   that  of  a  minister  may  be  neglected  ?  — 
Must  not  the  farmer  and  the  mechanic  be  instructed  ?  Must 
not  the  lawyer  and  the  physician  ply  themselves  to  their  pro- 
fessions? Must  not  the  merchant  gain  a  knowledge  of  trans- 
acting business  ?    And  must  not  the  sailor  pursue  his  navi- 
gation? No  important  calling  can  be  successfully  prosecuted 
without  some  appropriate  knowledge.     H  Who  would  think 
of  asking  an  ignorant  peasant  to  construct  a  watch  or  a  tel- 
escope? to  explain  the  properties  of  the  circle  of  light  or 
colors?  to  calculate  an  eclipse?  to  unfold  the  mysteries  of 
the  planetary  system  ?  to  defend  his  property,  character,  or 
life,  in  civil  courts?  to  prescribe  for  him  in  sickness?  to  am- 
putate a  limb?  or  to  perform  any  one  important  service  out 
of  his  ordinary  sphere?    By  what  kind  of  process,    then, 
can  such  a  man  be  suddenly   qualified  to  officiate  in   the 
most  awful,  momentous,   and  deeply  interesting  of  all  hu- 
man concerns  ?   to  explain  the  mysteries  of  religion :  to  be- 
come a  spiritual  guide  to  the  ignorant,  the  perverse,  and  the 
perishing;  —  to  inculcate  the  sublime  doctrines  of  the  gos_ 
pel:  to  serve  at  the  altar  of  Jehovah  :  to  be  the  Ambassador 
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of  the  King  of  kings:  a  minister  af  reconciliation :  a  defen- 
der of  the  faith :  a  physician  of  souls  :  an  advocate  for  the 
truth,  in  opposition  to  the  arts,  the  cunning,  the  malice  and 
the  learning  of  the  world  ?  "* 

And  how  are  the  requisite  qualifications  to  be  obtained. 
Only  by  persevering  effort.  Whatever  was  the  effect  of  the 
apostasy  on  the  human  intellect,  we  are  certain  that  knowl- 
edge is  intrenched  within  narrow  limits.  It  is  as  really  ac- 
quired by  the  sweat  of  the  face,  as  the  bread  that  supports 
the  body.  But  yet  a  foundation  is  laid  for  high  and  exalted 
attainments  :  and  laborious  and  persevering  effort  is  almost 
uniformly  crowned  with  success.  Thus,  much  has  already 
been  accomplished.  The  earth  has  been  traversed,  and  its 
surface  sketched  by  the  geographer's  pencil.  The  sea  has 
been  sailed,  and  what  is  of  importance  delineated  upon  the 
chart.  The  heavens  have  been  spanned,  and  a  measure- 
ment taken  of  the  orbs  that  decorate  it.  History  has  unfold- 
ed its  treasures.  The  human  mind  has  been  analyzed. — 
Poetry  has  produced  its  effects  —  Eloquence  has  poured 
forth  her  arguments,  irresistible  and  overwhelming.  The 
various  arts  and  sciences  have  been  explored  and  brought 
in  to  the  furtherance  of  Christian  knowledge. 

But  who  can  grasp,  at  once,  every  thing  that  is  valuable  % 
Who  by  direct  intuition,   can  know  as  much  on  any  sub- 
ject, as  by  patient  investigation?  And  after  every  exertion, 
how  exceedingly  limited  our  attainments.     How  little  do 
we  know  of  what  lies  within  the  boundaries  of  finite  beings. 
The  constant  improvements  and  inventions  and  discoveries 
are  so  many  proofs,  both  of  our  ignorance,  and  our  knowl- 
edge.    Thus,  we  learn  that   something  is  known  to-day  of 
which  we  were  unacquainted  yesterday.     Hence  we  con- 
clude something  may  be  known  to-morrow  of  which  we  are 
ignorant  to-day.     Let  an  evangelist,  therefore,  never  cease 
to  study. 

Not  that  he  need  make  himself  master  of  the  lam,  or  of 
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medicine,  or  politics.  He  need  not  know  every  passing 
event.  Nor  must  be  have  a  critical  acquaintance  with  eve- 
ry art  and  science.  But  as  time  and  opportunity  present, 
information  should  be  sought  on  every  subject  which  can  be 
brought  into  his  aid.  And  he  should  employ  it ;  not  to  be 
thought  great,  or  learned,  or  wise,  but  to  present  truth  clear 
and  lucid ;  —  to  impress  it  upon  the  heart ;  to  maintain  the 
honor  of  God ;  to  carry  salvation  to  the  deathless  soul. 

True,  there  is  danger  of  being  led  away  from  Christ  and 
him  crucified,  by  some  darling  study.  But,  here  let  a  watch 
be  set.  Here  let  a  line  be  drawn,  never  to  be  crossed.  Has 
the  preacher  a  strong  predilection  for  the  classics  %.  Let  him 
guard  against  these  engrossing  too  great  a  portion  of  his 
time.  Has  he  a  thirst  for  profane  history  ?  Let  him  often 
turn  to  the  history  of  an  inspired  penman.  "Would  he  pry 
into  the  abstruse  regions  of  metaphysics  ?  Let  him  turn  to 
the  strong,  cogent,  and  conclusive  reasoning  of  Paul.  Is  he 
enamored  with  the  Poets'?  Let  him  not  neglect  the  sweet 
and  heavenly  strains  of  David.  Would  he  often  visit  the 
botanical  garden  ?  He  had  better  bend  his  way  to  Gethsem- 
ane.  Does  his  taste  lead  him  to  the  tombs  of  the  great  ?  He 
should  go  and  linger  beside  the  sepulchre  of  Joseph.  Would 
he  climb  the  hill  of  Parnassus  ?  Let  him  hasten  to  Mount 
Calvary.  As,  however,  he  is  to  bring  forth  "  things  new 
and  old,"  he  must  continue  to  replenish  his  mind  with 
knowledge.  After  suitable  precaution,  let  him  as  far  as 
practicable,  become  acquainted  with  the  various  branches  of 
literature  and  science.  This  knowledge  however  is  not  to 
be  treasured  up,  and  remain  dormant;  but  must  be  employ^- 
ed  to  some  good   purpose.     This  leads   me   to  say  in   the 

2d.  Place,  that  an  evangelist  must  preach  the  word ;  ex- 
hort his  hearers,  both  in  public  and  private.  Their  real 
situation  should  be  painted  in  living  and  lasting  colors.  And 
their  duty  should  be  portrayed  in  plain  and  intelligible  lan- 
guage. His  exhortations  should  be  given  with  great  solemn 
nity. 
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"He  thatnegociates  between  God  and  man,— 
As  God's  Ambassador,  the  great  concerns 
Of  judgment  and  of  mercy,  should  beware 
Of  lightness  in  his  speech.    'Tis  pitiful 
To  court  a  grin,  when  you  should  woo  a  soul, 
To  break  a  jest,  when  piety  would  inspire 
Pathetic  exhortation :  and  to  address 
The  skittish  fancy,  with  facetious  tales, 
When  sent  with  God's  commissson  to  the  heart." 

He  should  carefully  watch  over  the  morals  of  his  people, 
and  affectionately  exhort  them  to  shun  the  transgressor's 
hard  and  rugged  path;  — to  live  peaceably  with  all  men  ; 
observe  strict  integrity,  sobriety  and  temperance.  The  pro- 
fane should  be  entreated  to  "  swear  not  at  all."  The  Sab- 
bath breaker  to  remember  and  sanctify  holy  time.  Nor  do 
these  constitute  the  only,  or  the  principal  themes,  on  which 
he  should  dwell.  The  souVs  immortal  well-being  should  lie 
nearest  his  heart.  He  should  exhort  the  sinner  to  u  break 
off  his  sins  by  righteousness,"  and  plead  for  pardon  through 
the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus.  And  as  suasives  to  obedience, 
he  should  remind  him  of  the  purity  and  peace  of  heaven, 
and  of  the  never-ending  pangs  of  perdition.  He  must  ex- 
hort the  Christian  to  scrutanize  every  chamber  of  his  heart, 
and  prayerfully  execute  his  plans ;  to  exercise  grace,  and 
discharge  evey  Christian  duty.  He  must  teach  him  sub- 
mission, patience  and  perseverance,  remind  him  that  his 
home  is  not  here,  but  in  heaven  where  his  Father  is. 

The  term  exhort,  as  used  in  the  context,  and  elsewhere 
enjoined  on  Timothy,  signifies  also  to  comfort.  A  minister, 
then,  should  console  the  Christian,  while  wading  through 
the  deep  and  dangerous  waters  of  tribulation.  He  should 
visit  his  chamber  of  sickness,  and  remind  him  of  a  region 
where  its  inhabitants  are  "  never  sick."  He  must  approach 
him  while  resting  upon  his  couch  of  death,  and  shed  light 
into  the  dark  valley,  as  he  enters  it.  He  must  mingle  his 
tears  with  those  of  the  mourner.  He  must  point  the  poor 
to  inexhaustible  treasures  above.  He  must  instruct  the 
young,  and  solace  the  aged.  More  than  this,  he  must  meet 
error  and  exhort  its  votaries  to  abandon  it  or  suffer  the  tre- 
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mendous  consequences.     Should  he  come  in  contact  with 
an  Atheist,  if  such  a  monster  exists,  he  must  be  forced  to 
acknowledge  the  existence  of  a  God,  or  deny  his  own  :  if  a 
Deist,  he  should  be  induced  to  subscribe  to  Christianity,  or 
reject  every  authentic  fact  in  history.     He  is  to  strip  off  the 
self-righteous  cloak  of  the  moralist,  or  constrain  him  to  de- 
ny the  necessity  of  an  atonement.     He  is  to  dash  in  pieces 
the  fancied  heaven   of  the    self-deceived,  and  scatter  the 
hopes  of  its  architect  in  its  ruins,     Alas !    how  wide   the 
field  for  exhortation, —  for  preaching  the  word  !  how  various 
the  duties  here  to  be  performed !  how  great  the  work  of  an 
evangelist !  Enough,  one  might  suppose,  to  palsy  effort,  and 
even  strike  dread  into  an  angel's  mind.     Ah  !  the  preacher 
will  be  obliged,  often  to  cry  out  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul, 
"who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?"  But  there  is  one  pre- 
cious promise,  to  which  a  poor  desponding  servant  of  Christ 
may  cling.     "  Lo  1  am  with   you  always,"   whispers  the 
compassionate  Jesus.     Let  then  the  minister  of  the  Gospel 
persevere  in  preaching  the  word  ;  —  in  giving  public  and  pri- 
vate exhortation.     But,  at  the  same  time  let  him  be  cautious 
what  instructions  he  communicates.     He  must  then  in  the 
3d  Place,  explain  and  apply  the  plain  and   essential  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel.     This  is  included  in   the  work  of  an 
evangelist,  —  and  enjoined  by  Paul  upon  Timothy.     Before 
proceeding,  however,  under  this  head,  it  may  be  well  sim- 
ply to  enquire,  how  the  truth  shall  be  ascertained,  how  es- 
sential doctrines  shall  be  known?  I  answer,  this  knowledge 
is  to  be  acquired  from  Revelation,   wilh   the  aid  of  reason, 
and  not  from  reason  with  the  aid  of  Revelation  in  a  subor- 
dinate sense.     But  why  make  the  Bible  the  basis  of  our  be- 
lief? Why  not  consult  reason,  study  to  know,  and  willingly 
follow  her  dictates,  though  it  should  be  to  reject  the  reveal- 
ed will  of  God  ?   Plainly,  because  reason  is  a  treacherous 
guide.     True,  we  need  her  aid  in  the  acquisition  of  Divine 
things.     But  what  saith  Revelation,  instead  of  what  saith 
reason,  ought  to  be  the  enquiry  of  every  man,  whooan  trace 
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his  origin  back  to  Adam.  In  no  country,  nor  in  any  age, 
has  it  been  safe  to  follow  reason  alone.  If  there  are  doubts 
in  the  minds  of  any,  on  this  point,  they  have  only  to  recur 
to  the  sentiments  of  heathen  philosophers,  and  the  practices 
of  the  heathen  world,  for  their  removal. 

Where  Revelation  is  unknown  and  reason  taken  as  the 
principle  of  action.  Let  me  draw  a  contrast,  from  the  pen 
of  another,^  and  you  will  perceive  the  difference  is  immense. 

"  Reason  tells  the  parent  of  a  family,  that  his  children  are 
no  better  than  vermin,  and  that  he  is  not  bound  to  rear  them. 

Revelation  tells  him  they  are  heaven-descended,  and  that 
he  must  train  them  up  for  glory. 

Reason  tells  the  child  that  gray  hairs  are  a  reproach,  that 
filial  gratitude  is  not  a  virtue,  and  that  he  is  at  liberty  to 
abandon  his  aged  parents. 

Revelation  tells  him  to  reverence  the  hoary  head,  and  as 
he  hopes  for  long  life,  to  honor  in  the  Lord,  those  to  whom 
he  is  indebted  for  his  being  ;  and  that  the  eye  that  mocketh 
at  its  father,  and  refuseth  to  obey  its  mother,  the  eagle  shall 
pluck  it  out,  and  the  young  eagle  shall  eat  it. 

Reason  tells  the  sufferer  that  his  pains  are  imaginary  that 
they  are  irremediable,  and  must,  therefore,  be  borne  in 
hopeless  and  sullen  silence. 

Revelation  tells  him  they  are  parental  chastisements, — 
enduring  but  for  a  moment,  and  that  they  shall  work  out 
for  him  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

Reason  tells  the  mourner  that  his  tears  are  as  absurd  as 
useless,  for  the  grave  is  a  place  of  oblivion,  and  that  the 
dead  have  perished  forever. 

Revelation  tells  him  they  are  invisible  only,  not  extinct, 
and  repeats  beside  the  urn  that  contains  their  ashes,  'This 
corruption  shall  put  on  incorruption  and  this  mortal  shall 
■put  on  immortality.'  " 

But,  to  return  —  the  evangelist  must  present,  and  explain 
the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 

*  Pres.  Nott. 
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1.  He  must  acquire  and  communicate  a  knowledge  of 
the  character  of  God.  Not,  barely,  that  such  a  being  ex- 
ists, but  as  far  as  may  be,  his  whole  character.  Here  will  be 
difficulties  to  encounter,  it  is  true.  God  is  incomprehensi- 
ble. None  can  perfectly  "  find  him  out."  His  nature  is  be- 
yond our  grasp.  The  mode  of  his  existence  is  unknown. 
We  cannot  explain  how  this  Spirit  could  create  matter  — 
how  pervade  all  space  —  how  have  his  permanent  abode  in 
heaven,  and  yet  dwell  in  the  burning  bush,  and  on  the  flam- 
ing mount.  How  notice  at  the  same  time  the  wrapt  Seraph 
and  the  sinful  worm.  Yet  these  facts  are  to  be  believed, 
and  taught,  as  found  in  the  Bible,  though  philosophy  should 
doubt  and  object.  Every  attribute  of  God  should  be  forci- 
bly brought  to  view  as  revealed.  His  goodness  should  be 
so  described  as  to  draw  forth  our  gratitude.  His  holiness 
lead  us  to  self-abasement.  His  power  and  justice  overawe 
our  souls.  His  mercy  win  the  worship  of  our  hearts. 
Some  of  these  attributes,  it  is  true,  are  engraven  on  the 
earth,  and  blazen  from  the  heavens.  But  they  shine  forth 
with  a  brighter  radiance  from  the  Inspired  Volume.  This 
however,  is  not  the  only  doctrine  on  which  the  minister 
should  dwell. 

2.  He  should  know,  and  exhibit  the  character  of  man. 
Much  may  be  ascertained  upon  this  subject  from  observa- 
tion, and  experience.  From  the  power  of  acquiring  knowl- 
edge, we  learn  that  man  has  the  faculty  of  understanding. 
From  that  of  comparing  ideas  and  drawing  conclusions,  we 
infer  that  he  has  reason.  He  is  able  to  make  pass  in  review 
former  objects  of  perception ;  —  hence  we  know  he  has  mem- 
ory. He  is  susceptible  of  pleasure  or  pain  ;  hence  we  find 
he  has  affections.  He  can  choose,  or  refuse  an  object ;  hence 
we  infer  another  faculty,  called  the  will.  Now,  these  fac- 
ulties render  a  man  neither  sinful  nor  holy. 

But  observation  and  experience  also  proclaim  the  corrup- 
tion of  man.     And  no  one,  unless  doubly  hardened,  dare  de„ 
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ny  it.     But  how  was  man  first  created  ?    From  whence  the 
universal  prevalence  of  sin  ?     How  great  this  stain,  on  the 
character  of  man  ?  What  is  the  nature  of  its  punishment  ? 
and  of  how  long  continuance?  We  must  now  hear  from  the 
Inspired  Volume.     God  created  man  in  his  ownimage.    By 
one  man,  sin  entered  into  the  world.     The  thoughts  of  his 
heart  are  only  evil.     A  fearful  hell  awaits  the  guilty  wander- 
er ;  — and  there  aj^reis  kindled  that  shall  never  be  quench- 
ed; —  and  there  the  worm  will  gnaw,  that  shall  never  die. 
Should  the  preacher  wish  to  be  wise,  above  what  is  written, 
and  search  for  the  author  of  sin,  he  will  find  himself  wa- 
ding beyond  his  depth,  and  in  vain   will  he  appeal  to  phi- 
losophy to  afford  him  relief.     Doe  she  complain  that  Revela- 
tion does  not  solve  his  difficulty  ?    He  will  find  the  severe. 
but  just  rebuke  of  an  Apostle  to  silence  his  murmurings, — 
"  Nay,  but  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  repliest  against  God  "  ! 
Though  the  secret  things  of  the  Almighty  must  remain 
concealed  from  human  view,  yet  those  that  are  revealed  are 
open  for  inspection  ;  —  and  among  these  is  the  wretched  con- 
dition of  man  ;  his  entire  sinfulness  in  a  state  of  nature. — 
This  truth,   however  unwelcome,  should    be  pressed  home 
upon  the  conscience  of  the  hearer.     The  preacher  should  so 
paint  the  portraiture  of  man,  and  hold  it  up  before  him,  as 
to  force  him  to  exclaim,  "I  abhor  myself,"  and  oblige  him 
to  turn  away  from  it  with  abhorrence.     The  nature  of  his 
disease  should  be  so  described,  as  to  make  him  feel  that  he  is 
a  dying  man.     The  thunders  of  a  violated  law  should  be 
made  to  break,  with  such  terrific  peals,  over  his  head,   that 
he  shall  be  constrained  to  cry  out,   "  what  shall  I  do  to  be 
saved  ? "  But,   after  the  sinner  has  sit  for  his  portraiture, 
and  has   seen  the  lineaments  of  death  upon    it,   until  he 
pleads  for  aid,  shall  the  wretched  wanderer  be  left  in  hope- 
less despair?  O  no.  The  Ambassador  of  Christ  should  in  the 
3d  Place  hold  up  to  view  a  bleeding  Saviour.     The  long- 
lost  sinner  should  be  assured  that  the  application  of  his  blood 
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will  give  a  different  coloring  to  his  character.  He  should 
be  told,  there  is  balm  in  Gilead  and  a  physician  there.'" 
That  Christ  has  taken  away  the  "curse  of  the  law,  being 
made  a  curse  for  us."  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ," 
should  be  the  answer  to  his  solicitous  enquiry.  Christ  and 
him  crucified,"  is  the  great  theme  on  which  the  evangelist 
should  dwell.  And,  here  he  should  be  plain,  distinct,  defi- 
nite. Here,  is  the  only  ground  of  hope  for  the  sinner,  and 
it  is  monstrous  to  mock  his  intreaties  by  indistinct  allusions 
and  evasive  replies ;  — to  hold  up  a  cross  that  emits  neither 
light  nor  life.  Christ  should  be  described  as  the  "  babe  in 
Bethlehem,"  and  as  "Immanuel,  God  with  us."  "  David's 
Lord,  and  David's  son."  "  The  man  Christ  Jesus,"  and 
"God  over  all."  "The  Son  of  God  and  yet  the  Mighty 
God."  These  two  distinct  natures  should  be  presented  as 
revealed.  It  would  be  presumption  to  attempt  an  explan- 
ation of  their  union.  "  Great  is  the  mystery  of  Godliness." 
This  should  be  left  with  other  incomprehensible  facts,  such 
as  the  mode  of  God's  existence, —  the  author  of  sin, —  the 
union  of  the  body  and  soul  j  until  a  new  Revelation  comes 
down  from  heaven. 

But  the  atonement,  which  has  been  made  in  this  union  by 
Christ,  should  have  a  scriptural  explication,  and  sinners,  in 
the  most  affectionate  manner,  should  be  urged  to  accept  of 
its  benefits.  In  fact,  the  minister  of  the  Gospel  should 
make  much  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  Heshould  pray  by  the 
cross, — he  should  study  by  the  cross, — he  should  preach  by 
the  cross,— he  should  live  by  the  cross, — he  should  die  by 
the  cross.  Thus  will  he  be  likely  to  save  himself  and  those 
who  hear  him,  and  he  and  they  will  go  to  heaven  by  the 
cross. 

II.  I  am  to  adduce  reasons  for  enforcing  the  foregoing  du- 
ties, included  in  the  work  of  an  evangelist.  They  should 
be  done 

1.  For  the  purpose  of  honoring  his  Master.     Evangelists 
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are  servants  of  Christ,  and  their  laborious  efforts  to  pro- 
mote his  cause  will  shed  a  lustre  upon  his  character.  They 
are  soldiers  under  this  great  Captain  of  their  salvation,  and 
their  fidelity  imparts  glory  to  the  character  of  their  Com- 
mander. They  are  ambassadors  sent  out  by  the  King  of 
kings,  and  a  faithful  presentation  of  his  principles  sheds  hon- 
or upon  their  Sovereign.  And,  here  let  me  say,  the  honor 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  a  matter  of  minor  importance.  And 
how  can  it  be  denied  him  here,  while  all  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven,  day  and  night,  sweep  their  harps  and  sound  his 
praise.  Yes,  Christ  should  receive  our  highest  adoration. 
Reason  and  Revelation  dictate  that  honor  should  be  paid  to 
whom  honor  is  due.  This  sentiment  is  supported  by  the 
universal  consent  of  man.  The  savage  pours  forth  his 
meed  of  praise  upon  his  chieftain,  who  has  led  him  on  to 
victory  and  glory.  The  citizen  and  the  soldier  remembers 
the  deeds  of  a  nation's  benefactor.  The  American  has  nev- 
er yet  forgotten  nor  neglected  to  sound  the  praise  of  Wash- 
ington, though  the  grass  has  grown  long  over  his  grave, 
and  the  tooth  of  time  has  begun  to  corrode  his  humble  mon- 
ument. It  is  well.  A  proper  tribute  of  respect  is  due  to  a 
nation's  benefactor.  It  is  sanctioned  in  the  book  of  God, 
and  we  cheerfully  yield  to  its  authority.  But  let  us  remem- 
ber that  while  we  render  unto  Cesar  the  things  which  are 
Cesar's  we  must  also  render  unto  Christ,  the  things  which 
are  Christ's.  While,  then,  ■  we  bind  the  laurel  upon  the 
brow  of  him  who  has  raised  himself  above  envy  and  con- 
tempt, among  his  fellow  mortals,  let  us  bestow  honor  upon 
Him,  who  has  trodden  the  wine  press  alone.  While  we  sound 
the  praise  of  him  who  has  led  a  few  beings  to  victory  and  to 
fame,  let  us  remember  Him  who  has  triumphed  over  death 
and  the  grave.  While  we  pay  due  respect  to  him  whose 
name  stands  high  in  a  nation's  annals,  let  us  bow  the  knee 
before  Him,  and  confess  His  high  claims (  whose  name  is 
above  every  name. 
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2.  I  urge  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  foregoing  duties,  from 
the  glorious  effects  which  will  necessarily  follow.  Sensible 
must  we  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God  subdues,  changes,  and 
sanctifies  the  heart.  Yet  God  makes  use  of  human  agency, 
means,  appropriate  means,  in  benefitting  man.  And  the 
more  undivided  and  direct  the  effort  the  greater  will  be  the 
effect.  It  is  so  on  the  side  of  error,  as  well  as  on  the  side 
of  truth.  In  secular  as  well  as  spiritual  movements.  Alex- 
ander gave  his  whole  soul  to  the  work  of  a  conqueror, while 
pushing  forward  to  the  government  of  the  world,  and  you 
know,  with  what  terrible  success.  Alas  !  had  he  regarded 
the  glory  of  God,  as  he  did  his  own,  his  tears' would  have 
flowed  for  his  sins,  and  the  evening  of  his  days  would  have 
been  spent  in  devotional  duties,  instead  of  being  shortened 
by  drunkenness  and  debauchery.  Dreadful  were  the  effects 
produced  by  the  intrepidity  of  Cesar,  who  trampled  over 
the  liberties  of  his  country.  Ah  !  had  he  cherished  an  at- 
tachment for  God,  and  the  souls  of  men,  he  might  have 
gained  a  martyr's  crown,  instead  of  suffering  assassination, 
in  the  Senate  chamber  at  Rome.  Rosseau,  and  Yoltaire, 
and  their  infidel  coadjutors,  collected  their  materials,  and 
laid  a  train  which  produced  a  fatal  explosion,  which  shook 
the  civilized  world  to  its  centre. 

But,  it  is  not  in  fields  of  blood,  and  on  the  side  of 
corruption  and  of  infidelity  alone,  that  individual  attention, 
in  any  specific  work  produces  astonishing  results.  In  the 
cause  of  benevolence,  and  on  the  side  of  God,  there  is  en- 
couragement to  act  with  firmness  and  decision.  Clarkson 
employed  the  power  of  his  mind,  and  went  hard  to  work  for 
the  wretched  negro.  And  he  effected,  in  the  English  Par- 
liament, the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  Howard  paced  it 
over  Europe  and  Asia,  to  find  objects  of  suffering  and  char- 
ity, before  whom  he  might  light  up  the  lamp  of  hope,  and 
to  whom  he  might  present  the  cup  of  consolation.  Would 
you  learn  the  glorious  result  of  his  labors,  trace  him  to  dis- 
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tant  Tartary,  where  he  fell  a  martyr  to  his  zeal.     The  histo- 
ry of  Paul's  life  and  labors  proves  that  much  may  be  done  by 
one,  who  is  determined  "to  know  nothingsave  Christ  and  him 
crucified."     From  the  moment  this  great  apostle  exclaimed, 
on  his  way  to  Damascus  "  Lord   what   wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do  "  1  his  resolution  was  taken.     He  humbly  sought  the 
Divine  direction,  and  when  obtained,  he  persevered,  without 
ever  once  listening  to  the  suggestions  of  worldly  interest,  or 
worldly  policy,  till  he  gained  the  crown   of  martydom,  and 
was  honored  with  one  of  the  brightest   crowns  in  his  Mas- 
ter's kingdom.     Whenever   the   whole   attention  has  been 
given  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist.  —  the  cause  of  Christ, — 
the  advance  has  been  visible,  and  the   world  has  felt  its  in- 
fluence.    Do  you  require  further   proof,   look   at   the  labor 
performed  by  Irenius,  Tertullian  and   Augustine.     Luther, 
Calvin  and  Melancthon  were  men  of  might.     Owen,  Da- 
vies,  and  Edwards  were  a  host.     The  latter  it   is  said,  and 
said  truly,  was  to  error,  what  the  mounds  and  dikes  of  Hol- 
land have  been  to  the  sea.     We   might   also   mention  the 
names  of  Eliot  and  Brainerd,  Mills  and  Martyn.  But  peace 
be  to  their  ashes  1     Their  work  is  ended.     They  have  gone 
to  their  reward,  and  we  would  not  disturb   their  repose. — 
Only  let  us  imitate  their  example,  that  we  may  do  the  work 
assigned  us,  benefit  the  world,  and  meet  them  in  glory. 

3.  Again  the  foregoing  duties  are  urged  from  the  fact 
that  "another  gospel,  "  unsound  sentiments,  are  unsparing- 
ly propagated  through  the  world — in  our  own  land  —  and 
especially  atthe/ar  West.  This,  in  substance,  was  assigned 
as  a  reason,  why  Timothy  should  do  the  work  of  an  evan- 
gelist. Paul  charged  him  to  "preach  the  word,  "  "exhort, 
with  all  long  suffering"  and  doctrine.  For,  says  he,  the 
time  will  come,  when  they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine : 
but  after  their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teach- 
ers.having  itching  ears;  and  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears 
from  the  truth,  and  shall  be  turned  Mato  fables.     This  pro- 
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monks  and  friars,  and  other  pernicious  principles,  which 
were  suited  to  the  base  purposes  of  men,  all  thrust  into  the 
same  crucible,  and  melted  down  into  Romanism.  And,  in 
view  of  such  a  withering  scourge,  Timothy  must  be  charged 
to  study  and  preach  the  unadulterated  doctrines  of  the  Bible. 
So  now,  the  same  reason  exists,  for  enjoining  these  duties 
upon  every  evangelist,  — every  minister  of  Christ. 

This  faith,  is  at   the   present  day,    propagated  with  un- 
wearied effort,  and  with  sad  success.     Here,    it  is  true,  we 
find  an  old  enemy,  already  grown  gray,   in  the  service  of 
Satan.     Nor,  is  he  yet  satisfied  with  the  acquisitions  of  pow- 
er, and  pomp,  and  wealth  which  he  has  acquired  in  by-gone 
ages.     He  has  never  yet  retired  from  the  field  of  conflict,  to 
permit  the  chariot  wheels  of   salvation  to  roll  quietly  along. 
Though  always  upon  the  alert,  yet,  within  a  few  years  past, 
there  has  been  an  impulse  given  to  the  spread  of  Popish  er- 
rors, —  a  desperate  struggle  to  supplant  Protestantism.  And 
some  have  believed  this  the  death-struggle  of  the  "  man  of 
sin."     Be  this  as  it  may, the  Pope,  yes,  the  present  Pope,  with 
all  his  so  called,  amiable  qualities,  is  sparing   no  pains,  nor 
expense,  nor  stratagems,  to  send    the   withering   scourge  of 
Papacy  to  every  nook  and  corner  of  creation,  where  human 
beings  may  be  found  to  defile.     Decked  out  in  flowing  robes, 
gaudy  attire,  with  attractive  paintings,  splendid  images,  off 
go  her  priests  and  bishops  to  the  distant   Chinese,  —  to  the 
wandering  savages  —  to  the   sea-girt  isles  in  the  Pacific, — 
and  almost  to  the  poles  of  the  earth,  to  induce  immortal  be- 
ings to  pay  tribute  to  the  Roman  Pontiff.     No  country  how- 
ever near,  none  however  remote,  no  country  however  poor, 
none  however  rich, — no   country   however   despotic ,  none 
however  republican,  escapes  the  eagle  eye  of  the  destroyer. 
Hence,  our  own  country  comes  within  the  compass  of  his 
vision.     And  there  is  evidence  to   believe,   that,   at  no  dis- 
tant day,  there  will  be  a  struggle,   between  truth  and  error, 
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light  and  darkness,  heaven  and  hell,  in  a  word  between 
Protestantism  and  Romanism,  that  will  sound  and  sift  our 
churches,  and  convulse  our  country  to  its  centre.  Every 
evangelist,  every  watchman,  placed  upon  the  walls  of  Zion, 
should  sound  the  alarm,  until  each  Christian  soldier  is 
equipped  for  the  awful  conflict ; — until  every  avenue  to  our 
sacred  enclosure  is  made  impenetrable  to  this  arrant  usurper, 
as  are  the  portals  of  heaven.  You  will  say,  perhaps,  that 
the  former  objectionable  features  of  Papacy  have  become 
somewhat  modified, —  that  time  has  worn  away  her  rough 
asperities,  and  that  her  principles  and  practices  may  be  ea- 
sily accommodated  to  a  community  of  Protestants.  But,  it 
is  said  without  proof.  For  the  same  corrupt  heart  beats  in 
the  bosom  of  the  mother  of  abominations,  and  the  same 
blood  courses  through  her  veins,  as  did  in  the  darkest  days 
of  the  church.  She  indeed,  is  apparently  very  accommoda- 
ting. She  can  adapt  herself  to  time,  and  place,  and  habits  of 
men.  '  Among  the  savages,  she  can,  •  as  says  a  living  writer,^ 
'represent  Jesus  Christ  as  an  ancient  and  brave  warrior,  who 
excelled  all  his  compeers  in  killing  and  scalping  the  foes  of 
the  tribe.  In  China,  she  would  permit  the  natives  to  wor- 
ship a  dead  father,  or  a  dead  mother,  by  only  changing  the 
name  to  St.  Peter  or  St.  Paul,  and  the  Holy  Virgin.'  And, 
she,  doubtless  would  permit  us  Protestants  in  the  United 
States  to  worship  in  our  sanctuaries,  provided  we  would 
make  them  with  their  appurtenances  over  to  the  Pope,  while 
she  would  fill  them  up  with  paintings,  and  images.,  and  cru- 
cifixes, and  tapers  and  holy  water;  only  obliging  us  to  sub- 
stitute her  faith  for  ours,  and  then  pay  generously  for  the 
pardon  of  our  former  heresies.  But,  however  elastic  and 
accommodating  Popery  may  seem  to  be,  in  spirit  and  power, 
and  design,  there  has  been  no  reformation,  no  change,  no 
amendment.  In  seclusion  and  solitude,  she  is  here  now, 
what  she  is  in  the  old  world,  and  she  is  there,  what  she  was 

*  Dr.  Brownlee. 
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in  the  dark  ages.     Yes,  she  is  in  heart,  every  where,  what  she 
was  when  she  convulsed  all  the  nations  of    Europe.     That 
unwonted  exertions  are  now  being  made,  and  have  been  in 
vigorous  operation,  for  some  years  past,  to  extend,  and  im- 
moveably  establish  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  in  this  coun- 
try, no  longer,  I  believe,  remains  to  be  proved.     The  crowds 
of  .Catholics,  of  priests,  and  bishops,  sent  out   by  the  Pope 
and  emptied  upon  our  shores,  their  institutions  of  learning, — 
their  monasteries  and   nunneries  —  their    churches  and  ca- 
thedrals scattered  over  the  land,  and  especially  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the   great  western  valley,  and  even 
upon  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,    go   to  establish  this  fact. — 
The  hundreds  of  thousands,  drained  from  the  Leopold  fund, 
and  from  other  Catholic    institutions   of  the   old   world,   to 
make  and  sustain  these  institutions,  go  to  prove  this  fact. — 
The  rude  treatment  of  some  of  our   most  worthy  citizens, 
who  refused  to  pay  due   deference   to   their  mummery,  and 
the  grasping  demand  of  their  priests  and  bishops,  for  a  por- 
tion of  a  Protestant  school-fund,  in  a  neighboring  state,  go  to 
prove  this  fact.     Nay  the  burning  of  the   Protestant  Bibles 
by  their  priests,  in  our  country,  in   New  England  and  even 
in  our  own  Commonwealth,  goes  to  prove  this  fact 

Nor  will  Romanism  remain  dormant,  and  become  a  dead 
letter.  She  has  sailed  across  the  Atlantic ;  —  come  into  a 
new  atmosphere,  and  she  cannot  breathe  deep  and  clear, 
until  it  is  purified.  She  is  not  used  to  inhale  free  air,  like 
our  own.  She  is  not  used  to  see  the  common  people  pos- 
sess the  liberty  of  their  limbs.  She  is  not  accustomed  to  see 
a  whole  nation  following  in  their  worship  the  dictates  of  an 
enlightened  conscience.  She  is  not  accustomed  to  free  in- 
stitutions, and  a  Republican  form  of  government.  She 
hates  the  soil  on  which  freemen  tread,  until  bedewed  with 
the  tears,  and  enriched  with  the  blood  and  ashes  of  Protes- 
tants. She  hates  the  air  freemen  breathe,  unless  purified 
with  incense  rising  from  her  altars,   and  the  flames,  lighted 
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to  consume  heretics,  who  will  maintain  the  right  of  consci- 
ence, who  are  determined  to  be  free,  or  die.  Depend  upon  it? 
then,  that  crowds  of  Catholics  are  not  coming  here  to  sleep. 
They  have  in  view  another  end  and  aim  —and  that  end, 
and  that  aim  will  be  pursued,  unless  seasonably  crippled, — 
until,  if  chains  and  dungeons,  if  force  and  fire  can  accom- 
plish it,  our  free  institutions,  both  in  Church  and  State  be- 
come a  heap  of  smouldering  ruins.  Until  rights  of  consci- 
ence, and  Republicanism  here,  are  recorded  upon  the  bloody 
page  of  history,  as  something  that  has  been,  and  liberty  only 
live  in  ironical  song.  While,  therefore,  "  the  enemy  comes  in 
like  a  flood,"  the  watchmen  must  lift  up  "a  standard  against 
him."  Furnished  with  stores  of  Divine  knowledge,  they 
must  cry  aloud  and  spare  not,  and  faithfully  publish  the  es- 
sential doctrines  of  the  Gospel, — "  until 

One  song  employs  all  nations,  and  all  cry, 
Worthy  the  Lamb,  for  he  was  slain  for  us, 
The  dwellers  in  the  vale,  and  on  the  rocks, 
Shout  to  each  other,  and  the  mountain  tops, 
From  distant  mountains,  catch  the  flying  joy ; 
Till  nation  after  nation,  taught  the  strain, 
Earth  rolls  the  rapturous  hosanna  round." 

And  now,  my  dear  brother,  though  I  may  seem  to  en- 
croach upon  the  field  of  another,  yet,  I  shall  be  pardoned  if, 
I  address  a  few  words  to  you,  when  the  connection  is  recol- 
lected that  has  for  more  than  eleven  years  existed  between 
us.  Though  a  portion  of  that  time  you  have  been  absent, 
pursuring  a  course  of  study,  preparatory  to  the  great  work 
of  the  ministry.  Yet,  from  our  personal  intercourse,  from 
the  endearing  associations,  connected  with  the  prayer  meet- 
ing, and  the  house  of  God,  and  from  reminiscences  of  by- 
gone days,  those  friendly  feelings  are  formed  which  no 
time  can  obliterate,  nor  distance  destroy.  Add  to  this,  the 
relation  you  sustain  to  the  Church  to  which  it  is  my  privi- 
lege to  minister  —  and  the  endearing  friends  you  are  about 
to  leave,  I  shall  not  be  thought  obtrusive  in  adding  a  few 
personal  remarks  to  you  before  we  part.      Let  me  then  urge 
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you  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  already  suggested, 
Paul  enforced  these  upon  Timothy  in  view  of  his  departure- 
Do  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  says  he;  for  I  am  now  ready 
to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my   departure  is  near.     The 
hand  that  has  penned  this  discourse   may   be  cold,  and  the 
lips  that  are  now  preaching  it  soon  silent   in  death.     Some 
of  the  ministers  composing  this  council  may  have  as  much 
reason  to  say,  even  now,  "I  have  finished  my  course/7  ass 
Paul  had  when  he  uttered  my  text.     If,   then,  my  brother, 
this  may  be  our  last  meeting  on  earth,  —  let  me  urge  you  to 
"  make  full  proof  of  your  ministry."     Study,    and  preach r 
and  defend  the    doctrines  we   hold   dear.      With  your  feet 
planted  upon  a  rock,  stand   strong,    while   others   may  be 
moved  from  their  moorings  and  driven   out  into  a  sea  of  er- 
ror. 

You  are  soon  to  take  leave  of  the  land  of  your  nativity, 
and  the  place  where  were  the  scenes  of  your  youthful  days. 
You  will  soon  bid   adieu  to    these  hills   and  vallies  which 
have  so  delighted  your  eyes  ;  to  much  loved  friends  and  as- 
sociates ;  you  will  soon  be  absent  from  the  sacred  enclosure 
of  the  Church,  which  was  your  spiritual  birth-place  ;  — you 
will  shortly  leave  the  parental  roof; — your  beloved  brothers 
and  sisters; — you  will  soon  for  the  last  time  hear  a  father's 
blessing,  and  the  counsel  of  her   that  bare  you  ;  —  you  are 
now  about  to  exchange  the  healthful  skies  of  New  England, 
for  those  of  Oregon;  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  for  those 
of  the  Columbia ; — the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  for  those  of  the 
Pacific. 

Wherever  yon  go,  labor  assiduously  for  your  Lord.  Im- 
prove every  opportunity  for  doing  good.  Feel  a  generous 
solicitude  for  the  crew  that  may  accompany  you  on  your 
voyage.  Strive  for  the  salvation  of  the  sailor,  who  stands 
at  the  helm,  to  guide  your  frail  bark  over  the  "  waste  of 
waves."  Go  and  sit  by  his  side  as  at  the  dead  of  night  he 
keeps  his  watch  upon  deck,  and  lure  his  attention  to  the  great 
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Pilot  above.  As  you  wind  your  way  around  the  ice-bound 
shores  of  Patagonia,  put  up  a  prayer  lor  its  degraded  inhab- 
itants, shivering  beneath  its  terrible  storms.  As  you  ap- 
proach the  shores  of  Oregon,  carry  with  you  your  piety, 
your  energy,  your  freedom  —  your  principles,  your  doctrines. 
In  a  word  the  whole  character  which  the  Puritans  brought 
to  Plymouth  rock.  Raise  upon  the  bank  of  Columbia,  the 
standard  of  Christ.  "Do  the  work  of  an  evangelist." — 
Sow  broad  cast  the  seeds  of  eternal  life,  and  cultivate  them 
with  an  unsparing  hand, — and  when  the  toils  of  life  are 
over,  and  you  are  called  to  give  an  account  of  your  labors, 
you  shall  come  home  to  your  Father's  house,  "bringing 
your  sheaves  "  with  you. 


